ment and perfume rejoice the heart; so doth the
sweetness of a man's friend by hearty counsel/ He
says also: 'Nothing doth countervail a faithful friend,
and his excellency is invaluable/ For certain it is
that neither gold nor silver are worth so much as the
goodwill of a true friend. Again he says: 'A faithful
friend is a strong defence: and he that hath found
such an one hath found a treasure/

"Then, too, shall you consider whether your real
friends are discreet and wise. For the Book says:
'Stand in the multitude of the elders, and cleave unto
him that is wise/ And for this reason you should call
to your council, of your friends that have arrived at
a proper age, those who have seen and experienced
many things, and who have been approved in parlia-
ments. For the Book says: 'With the ancient is wis-
dom; and in length of days understanding/ And
Tullius says: 'Great things are not accomplished by
strength and activity of body, but by counsel, author-
ity, and knowledge; and these things do not become
enfeebled with age, but rather grow stronger and
increase day after day/

"And then you shall keep this for a general rule.
First, you shall call to your council but a few of your
most special friends. For Solomon says: 'Have thou
many friends, but of a thousand choose but one to be
thy councillor/ And although you should, at the first,
tell your secrets to but a few, afterward you may tell
them to others, if there be need. But look to it always
that your councillors have the three attributes that
I have mentioned, namely: that they are true, wise,
and experienced. And act not always, and in every
need, by the advice of one councillor alone; for some-
times it is well to have the advice of many. Says
Solomon: 'Without counsel purposes are disap-
pointed: but in the multitude of councillors they are
established/

"Now that I have told you of the sort of folk by
whom you should be counselled, I will teach you
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